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On learning more about the facts of the case, and espe-
cially about Admiral Lunpus, Grey in fact virtually re-
versed his attitude. He came to the opinion that SazonoVs
projected "note" to Turkey (though based closely on his
own and Cambon's proposals) was "premature"; there must
not be "any kind of threats at its close"; instead of warning
the Sultan of the dangerous consequences of General
Liman's appointment, he now suggested a mere "verbal
inquiry," politely asking the Turks for information as to
the contract made by them with the German General, and
the extent of the functions he was to exercise.
M. Sazonov was now much upset in his inind, as may
be seen from his telegram to the Russian Ambassador in
London on December 12:
I hear from a very secret source291 that Grey has ex-
plained to the French Ambassador, that he did not wish to
go too far in Constantinople, as he is afraid of a change in
my attitude, which might lead to a diplomatic failure. I
should like to remark, that as to the instructors, it is not
a question of a change in our attitude, but of a regrettable
change in England's attitude. For Grey will have nothing
more to do with a note, which had been based on a tele-
gram of Grey's to the British Ambassador [in St. Peters-
burg] .
Should we be finally obliged to change our attitude in
this question, as already in so many others, this is to be
attributed only to the lack of confidence in the effectiveness
of England's support, and, indeed, this confidence will only
be shaken still more by such actions on the part of England.
This lack of homogeneity and solidarity between the three
Powers of the Entente arouses our serious apprehension,
for it constitutes an organic fault of the Triple Entente,
2*1 This "very secret source" may have been another case of Sazonov's
deciphering telegrams sent by the French Government to the French Am-
hwasador in St, Petersburg, similar to the case which contributed to the
itmotis attempted dismissal of M. Georges Louis in May, 1912; c/. Judet,
Georpe* law, pp, 85-88, 99; Poincare, I, 377 f.